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Some recent examples ...
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ANGELA MERKEL

Deuts: ht vor groiten | Wir

Krise Oberwinden und Arbeltsplatze sichern, indem wir neues, nachhaltiges

Wirtschaftswachstum schaffen. Da Ist es entscheldend, wer unser Land reglert.

Wir brauchenwelterhin eine Bi , die unser Land 'y
B Deshalb unterstivtzen wir Angela Merkel.
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Some recent examples ...

Den Richtigen wanhlen!

Prominente Unterstitzung fUr Frank-Walter Steinmeier und seinen Deutschland-Plan




Even more common: Turnout
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Even more common: Turnout @




S2Answers®“ Given in the Literature

e Some work done in the US
— Mixed results
— Underlying Mechanisms far from resolved
- ,Brute Force"-Designs

e Hardly any (if any) work done in Germany

Jur Starting Foint
Cover Germany, but a'Jso extend existing

literature by iImproving research designs
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Online Survey Experiment

e Online survey experiment conducted (in cooperation with
YouGovPsychonomics, based on their online panel)

e Survey was fielded from June 3-6, n=1.351, including
eight experimental conditions

e Dependent Variable (Baseline Version):

— ,»The European Election will take place on June 7th.
How likely is it that you will turnout to vote?*

— Possible answers ranging from 0 (,,will definitely not
vote*) to 10 (,will definitely vote®)




Experimental Condition 1 (Control Group):




Experimental Condition 2/3: @




Experimental Condition 4/5:

Du entscheidest - : Du entscheidest - _
auf zur Europawahl am 7. Juni! auf zur Europawahl am 7. Juni!




Unobtrusive Experimental Condition 6/7/8:

Machrichten > Panorama > Gesellschaft

21.05.2009

"GERMAMNY'S NEXT TOPMODEL"

Klum kreischt Sara zum Sieg

Unterwidsche, Stockelschuhe und Scheinwerfer: Vor 15.000
Zuschauern in Kéln und Millionen vor den TV-Geraten hat
Heidi Klum die 19-jahrige Sara zur Siegerin der Model-
Castingshow ausgerufen. "Ich bin so lbergliicklich”, freute
sich die frischgekiirte Gewinnerin.

Marie aus Gauting bei Minchen ist als erste Kandidatin aus dem
Finale der Castingsendung "Germany's Next Topmodel"
ausgeschieden. "Wir werden noch viel von dir sehen", gab Chef-
Jurorin Heidi Klum der 20-j8hrigen Abiturientin am Donnerstagabend
in Koln mit auf den Weqg.

TOPMODEL-ENTSCHEIDUNG: HEIDI KLUMS FINALISTINMEN

Fotostrecke starten: Klicken Sle auf ein Blld (9 Bilder}

Drucken | Senden | Bookmark | Feedback | Merken

Schrift: +

» Login » Reglstrierung
R B .'A'NZ'IE'lGl'E_
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7. Juni 2009

Du
auf zur Eu EUfOpaWBhl

DEINE ENTSCHEIDUNG

MOST WANTED

Panorama | Alle R

.. Augenblick: Schrelprobe
[2] Ursachenforschung: "Elne Notwasserung (st nicht sehr
- reallstisch”

[Z] Alrbus- Absturz: Experten suchen nach der Black Box
Im Atlantik

| Flugzeugkatastrophe: 26 Deutsche an Bord des
 Unglicksfluges

MTV- Gala: "Borat"- Darsteller vertrelbt Eminem

VIDEOS PANORAMA d| 11213 Lp
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Results: Likelihood of Voting by Exp. Condition
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Online Survey Experiment

e Panel Survey

® In a first wave, we have a baseline measurement of the
likelihood of turnout, in addition we have ratings for the
celebrities in terms of ...

— ... Fame (in the sense of being known)
— ... Popularity (in the sense of being liked)

e We also have a third wave after the election to test for the
stability of possible effects.

®* The experimental conditions were part of the second wave




Results: Difference in the Likelihood of Voting

____________

0,3

0,0
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Condition 4 is the only one to yield a

significant difference from zero

Kahn|verbal
Klum|verbal
Klum| visual

Kahn
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Stability of Effects (Reported Turnout from Wave 3)

70,0

65,0

- 60,0




Further Research

e Subgroup Analysis

- ... by age

— ... by popularity of celebs

— ... by prior level of certainty
— ... by response latencies

¢ Additional experiments in the run-up to the federal
election (with celebrities endorsing parties)

® Thanks a lot for your attention!




